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DITORIAL:-

If you know of any members who are sick and in need of some sympathy,
Please let me know. Lewie@hms-penelope.com
Or via contact page on website www.hms-penelope.com

Sick Bay

Our thoughts & prayers go out to all families of those who have
crossed the bar to all who have lost family members,

Our thoughts & prayers go out to all those in Ukraine facing invasion
from Russia forces, and those in Israel-Hamas war.

WE ARE s
WITH YOU
UKRAINE
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News

Blackpool Annual reunion

Next reunion will be 13th - 15th February 2026.
will be @ the Best Western Carlton Hotel Blackpool
if you want to come just for our Gala dinner!
Please contact us via the contact page.

Cenotaph 2025 12™ November

Details will be sent to you once we get notification from
Royal British legion




The 38" annual reunion weekend was again held in Best
Western Carlton Hotel Blackpool to commemorate the 81t
anniversary of the sinking of the cruiser Penelope, lost off Anzio
with the lives of 417 men.

For those who may not have attended one of the reunions for
some time, or maybe never, they are a great gathering of
shipmates old and new, very enjoyable, with a touch of solemnity
on Sunday, remembering those who have crossed the bar. The
weekend can be as long or as short as you wish, with some
members attending from the Thursday through to Monday. This
year it was good to welcome a few new faces to the fold but it
would be good to see more of you if you are able to make it.




Friday Evening:

The Sea cadet mini bus were organised to transport our members to
TS Penelope at Bispham where the CO, Kay Jackson, gave us a
warm welcome with a cup of tea and biscuits before directing us to
the main deck.

This year we were entertained by the cadets with various tasks, a lot
of us joined in! it was another great night.

Ann-Lousie and Andrew Robson will arrange a date with the Sea
Cadets to present the Harry Pugh Award to the Cadet of the year as
she was unable to attend when we visited the Cadets on Friday 14th
February.

Saturday Morning Very excited crew ready for AGM




Our ladies all ready for Saturday Gala evening













A lot of people ask why can't the reunion be held somewhere else, so here's
the story of why its held there and in February.

In 1941 the Admiralty allocated the cruiser HMS Penelope to the town
of Blackpool as the objective of the town's Warship week, when it was hoped
to raise at least £1 million. The week commenced on the 29th November
organised by the War Savings Committee and by the closure on the 6th
December the townsfolk had raised a magnificent amount of £1,506,746.
Blackpool took the adoption of Penelope very seriously.

The association holds an annual reunion weekend in Blackpool, normally the
weekend nearest the 18th February, that being the date in 1944 the cruiser
was sunk off Anzio with the loss of 417 lives.

The PENELOPE Association was established in 1987 to bring together those
who had served in the Royal Navy cruiser of that name (1936-44). The
following year it was unanimously agreed that the association should also
include those who served on the frigate (F127) from 1963.

So now you know.

NEW HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER

After retiring, a former Gunnery Sergeant in the Canadian Army took a
new job as a high school teacher.

Just before the school year started, he injured his back. He was
required to wear a light plaster cast around the upper part of his body.
Fortunately, the cast fit under his shirt and wasn't noticeable when he

wore his suit coat.

On the first day of class, he found himself assigned to the toughest
students in the school. The smart-ass punks, having already heard the
new teacher was a former soldier, were leery of him and he knew they
would be testing his discipline in the classroom Walking confidently into
the rowdy classroom, the new teacher opened the window wide and sat
down at his desk. With a strong breeze blowing it made his tie flap. He
picked up a stapler and stapled the tie to his chest.

Dead Silence. The rest of the year went smoothly.

10



L IF A MAN IS ALONE:
L IN THE FOREST.
 WITH NO WOMEN'
TO HEAR HIM

IS HE STILLWRONG?

Women are Angels.
Anhd when someone breaks
our wings,

We simply continue to £ly....
On a broomstiCK.
We're flexible like that.
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Hubby said the spark between us
was gone, so | tasered him. I'll ask

him again when he wakes up.

Sometimes in the morning while
drinking my coffee,
I think about all
the people I'm
going to piss off
today...

and I smile.

10T TENeCARDSHHE
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God Bless, Take Care & Stay Safe
Slops:

We have Ships Plaques - Association Ties - Metal Lapel Badges, Blazer
Badges - (although we only keep a small number of Blazer badges in
stock due to the price of them).

Email & Websites:-

The membership & Secretaries email address is
Ann-louise@hms penelope.com

Secretary John Swaysland secretary@hms-penelope.com

If there are any members who are online and we haven't got your email
address can you let me have it please? Also,

PLEASE let us know of any changes to your address, telephone
number or email address.

We really need your help on material for the shadow

Please tell us about your time on the Penny any funny dits/stories or
anything you would like to be added in any edition of the shadow

More information and lots more photos online
www.hms-penelope.com

Editor — Shipmate Lewie Armstrong

THE SHADOW is published by the Penelope Association. The views
expressed are those of the Editor and contributors, and unless stated, are not
necessarily thob&of the Association.
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